Since we started HunTech Pro in 2016, we have
always wanted to make a dedicated episode to show
how we successfully hunt bushpigs. This recipe has
been working for us for the past 10 years. In previous
years, we tried all the other methods, like putting out
a gut pile to attract the pigs, or cooking mielies and
adding baker’s yeast to speed up the fermentation
process. We also tried bread, sweetcorn and maroek,
but none of those methods could get the bushpigs
on my bait station and keep them there to establish
a feeding pattern. We are lucky enough to live in an
area of Limpopo with a macadamia factory close to
where we stay. Macadamia nuts have a very strong,
thick shell. When used as bait, the only thing that will
crush them is bushpigs. This means that no other
nocturnal creatures will be able to eat this bait.

T

o identify a spot to set up a bait station, we do the
following: I walk to an area where we have seen
bushpig activity, such as plenty of scat, tracks and rub
marks against trees. Then I find a suitable spot for setting
up my Primos Club XL pop-up blind. I must choose a safe
direction for shooting and check from which direction the wind
comes from consistently. Bushpigs also like to find cover in
their surroundings, so to have them on the bait more often and
make them feel safe, keep this in mind.

I followed their path and found a good bait area close to the
road, enabling me to quickly check whether they had been on
the bait and check the pictures on the Bushnell Core DS trail
camera when driving past there in the mornings or at other
times. As there wasn’t any tree to mount the trail camera onto,
I had to plant a pole for this purpose. Something to remember
when hunting bushpigs is that your scent plays a huge role
when setting up a bait station. Therefore, if you are the one
putting the feed out each day, you must continue to do it. If you
send someone else who has a different scent, it can scare the
pigs away, and it will take a few days before they return. If you
do that, you will not be able to secure a feeding pattern.

I planted the pole
before starting to feed
the bushpigs so that
they could get used to
the smell.

The 10 kg of macadamia nuts was just enough
each night.

A crushed macadamia nutshell – a clear sign that
the pigs visited

Porcupines will pick up the small pieces of nuts
and shells that the bushpigs drop when feeding.
After that, they returned at random times of the night and then
disappeared again for several nights. As this method did not
work for us, we decided to put out only 10 kg of feed and see
what happened. It worked like clockwork! We got a constant
feeding pattern, and they came back for more every night.
I put out the feed and waited to see how long it took the pigs
to find the nuts. Usually, I must wait for the season to turn before
I can start baiting with this method. The season normally turns
around April/May in our area, which is when I began preparing
the bait station. On this hunt, it took the bushpigs three days
to find the feed. So, besides checking the camera, there are
certain signs I look for to determine whether they have fed.
Bushpigs are the only mammals that can crush a macadamia
nut into pieces with a single bite. Therefore, if there are any
crushed shells at the bait station, it means the pigs were there.
The normal waiting period from starting to feed the pigs till we
go and sit in the blind to shoot the identified boar is four weeks.
If you watch episode 6, season 2 of HunTech Pro, you will
see that my wife Beulah shot a magnificent boar. Everything
we planned worked out perfectly. The moon was dark, the
wind was consistent, and her boar came in every night at
18:30. The evening she shot the boar, we entered the blind
at 17:30, and she shot the pig at 18:45. (See the January 2022
edition of GAME & HUNT for her article.)

Visible tunnels where the bushpigs will enter from
We have learned that the amount of feed you put out
each night can also determine whether you will get a feeding
pattern or not. I once offloaded a bakkie load of macadamia
nuts. The pigs came in and then stayed away a few nights.

Beulah Smit with her magnificent bushpig boar

The Primos Club XL pop-up blind is very easy to set up. I erected it one week before the hunt.
After Beulah had taken the boar, we continued to put out
feed. The pigs were back the following evening. As she had
shot the patriarch of the herd, it gave other boars a chance
to come in to the bait station. I had a choice of four boars to
focus on.
Exactly three weeks after Beulah had taken her bushpig
boar, it was my turn. The pig that I identified came in just after

The gun comfortably sits on the Primos 2-point
gun rest – a steady platform to shoot from.

My view before taking the shot

19:30 each night. I gathered all my gear and went to the blind
at 17:30. My set-up inside the blind consisted of the following:
a comfortable chair and my Primos Gen 3 shooting sticks with
the 2-point gun rest – a very comfortable, steady platform to
shoot from. I fitted the .223 with the NiteSite Eagle.
I couldn’t believe it was my turn to sit in the blind for my boar.
We had been working on this project for the past two months,
and the time had finally arrived. Waiting patiently, I heard the pig
grunting just after 19:40. When I switched on the NiteSite, the
boar was standing on the feed. I felt buck fever kicking in and
had to calm myself. We use a .223, a small calibre, because
we shoot headshots and don’t want to damage the trophy or
go searching for a wounded pig in dense thorn bushes on the
mountain at night. My margin for error was very small; I had to
give the pig a precise shot just above the eye.
The bushpig boar was standing on the bait station with
a sow. He was facing me, standing quartering-on. I worked
out the angle I needed to shoot him at and squeezed the
trigger. He dropped in his tracks. I was overwhelmed and
so happy! I caped the boar for a full mount and gave it to
our trusted taxidermy sponsor, Oberholzer Taxidermy, who
did a splendid job.

The moment before I took the shot

The fruit of two months of preparation. Bushpig hunting can be very rewarding!
HunTech Pro travels across South Africa, giving us the
opportunity to share these hunts with you in association with
GAME & HUNT. Contact us today and let’s share a hunt!
For more information about our sponsors and destinations,
visit our website at www.huntechpro.co.za. You can also find
us on the following social media platforms:
 Facebook: HunTech Pro
 YouTube: HunTech Pro
 Instagram: huntechpro
 WhatsApp: +27 61 041 3020
 Visit our YouTube channel for more videos:
https://www.youtube.com/tjoeriekie

HunTech Pro is now also available on the new platform,
WildNET TV. Download the app now!

The boar had lots of gashes from territorial fights with other boars
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