I have always dreamed of taking a buffalo bull on
foot from the first time I started bowhunting. This
is the ultimate test of one’s skills and knowledge,
and a buffalo staring you down only a few feet away
causes the adrenaline to rush through your veins –
a very intimidating experience indeed. I received
a call from Almayne Hughes, head PH at Monterra
Safaris, in August 2021. We met each other at HuntEx
2019 and have stayed in contact ever since. He
invited the HunTech Pro team to film an episode
with them and said I would also meet the owner
of Monterra Safaris on the hunt. When he told me
we would be targeting a buffalo bull, I couldn’t
believe that my lifelong dream would come true at
last. I immediately called my friend, Seppie Cilliers
of Magnum Archery, and asked him what set-up he
would recommend for the upcoming hunt.
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eppie suggested I try out the new PSE NTN 33 NOCK
ON Custom 80 lbs bow. This all-new bow is the next
generation of EVO bows, inspired and custom-designed
by John Dudley of NOCK ON Archery. The bow has an IBO
speed of 330 feet per second (fps). Set at 80 lbs, and using a
very heavy arrow combination, we calculated that I would get
102 foot-pound/s (ft-lbs) of kinetic energy (KE) with this set-up.
The correct combination of draw weight, arrow set-up, broadhead,
KE and shot placement would determine whether I would harvest
a buffalo or just wound it. With KE playing an ever-increasing,
important role in the art of bowhunting, bows with lesser draw
weights can deliver more KE with more killing power. The minimum KE needed to bowhunt a buffalo bull is 80 ft-lbs of KE. My
set-up on the PSE would have more than enough KE to do the
job! I popped in at Magnum Archery to collect the bow. Then
I started practising daily at various distances to determine the
exact distance I would be comfortable shooting from.

I practised daily, shooting 20–30 arrows per day.
Seppie advised me to set up an arrow and broadhead with
a combined weight of 800 grains, making sure the broadheads
were razor-sharp. With the KE and sharp broadhead, all I had
to focus on was shot placement. One can never put in too much
practice; rather make sure everything is perfectly tuned and
that your focus is 100% on target every time. I invited Seppie
to join me on the hunt, and he eagerly agreed. When he asked
whether I needed an extra backup gunner, I asked him to step
into the role.
Upon arrival at Monterra Safaris, I was astonished at the
abundance of game on the farm. You can literally expect to see
lion, leopard, buffalo, elephant, gemsbuck, eland, sable
antelope, impala and blue wildebeest at any given moment. As
the property lies adjacent to the Botswana border, I was excited
about what this trip might bring. The first afternoon, we set
out in search of a buffalo bull. Almayne told us that the owner,
Ross Hare, would be joining us a bit later. Almayne checked
the cameras regularly to find out which areas certain bulls
frequented. We drove to the part where he knew we would find
them. After getting off the Land Cruiser, Almayne briefed us. He
told us to be vigilant at all times, and each person should know
where to stand, should we find ourselves in a tricky situation.
The thought of hunting a buffalo seemed to change everything. My senses became sharper and I was more aware of
my surroundings. I was super excited and could hardly wait to
see the buffalo up close. We had to get closer so that I could
get a shot between 30 and 40 yards, the distance I was comfortable with. Before the hunt, I spent many evenings studying
various images of shot placement on buffalo to get an idea
of where the shoulder bones were located. I would use
a razor-sharp VPA 200 gr Double Bevel broadhead on
the buffalo.

The first
afternoon session on the tracks of buffalo bulls

The VPA 200 gr Double Bevel
broadhead I used for my arrow set-up
The sun was setting quickly, but unfortunately, we did not
find a shootable bull. I was looking for a good, representative,
mature bull with lots of character when it comes to the horns
and face. Each hunter has his own preferences. I like horns
with a nice drop, and the boss and spread needn’t be big.
Maans of Oberholzer Taxidermy sent me some pictures of the
different mounts I could consider.

It’s great to know you have backup. My wife,
Beulah, is always at my side. Behind us are Seppie with his .458 and Almayne with his .470 NE.
The second day, we continued searching for a nice buffalo
bull but had no success. Monterra Safaris offers local hunters
the same luxurious treatment that international clients enjoy.
This is something special to me. In true Monterra style, we
were spoilt with sundowners next to the Limpopo River while
watching hippo and crocodile.
The following day, we explored a different area where
Almayne had spotted six buffalo bulls the previous week.
We disembarked from the Cruiser and continued on foot.
Almayne cautioned us to stay very low as we needed to get
within my preferred shooting range. When I heard branches
breaking, I knew we had to be close to the buffalo. My heart
started racing and the adrenaline rushed through my veins.
Almayne told us to get down on our bums as we would
“booty scoot” from there.

Staying low was the key to getting closer.
Here you can see the buffalo 60 yards in front
of us. I couldn’t believe that what was once a
dream was becoming a reality now! Everything
I was practising for, all the hard work and
determination, boiled down to this moment.

I couldn’t believe the penetration of the arrow –
the set-up on the bow was perfect!
Almayne asked whether I was ready. I took a deep breath,
saying, “Let’s do it!” We stalked a little closer and found some
cover between us and the bulls. Then we got up slowly.
Almayne ranged the bull standing broadside to us at 31 yards.
I confirmed the arrow placement with Almayne and he nodded
his approval. The bull I have always been looking for finally
stood in front of me, presenting me with a quartering-on shot.
I drew my PSE NTN 33 NOCK ON Custom bow, lined up the
30-yard pin and let the arrow fly.
Soon after the bull had run off, we heard him crashing down
close by. He uttered a soft bellow and Almayne explained that
it was because the shot had damaged his lungs. I aimed for a
safe shot on the lungs rather than the heart. We allowed the
bull 30 minutes before following up. Walking on the blood trail,
we came across the arrow 10 yards from where I had shot
him. Thirty yards further, we found the expired old warrior.
This was an incredible hunt that will forever be imprinted
on my mind! Thanks again to Ross Hare of Monterra Safaris
for giving HunTech Pro the opportunity to film with you.

The team with the magnificent bull –
Johan, Ross, Almayne and Seppie

The VPA 200 gr broadhead
had a solid pass-through on the buffalo bull.
HunTech Pro travels across South Africa, giving us the
opportunity to share these hunts with you in association with
GAME & HUNT. Contact us today and let’s share a hunt!
For more information about our sponsors and destinations,
visit our website at www.huntechpro.co.za. You can also find
us on the following social media platforms:
 Facebook: HunTech Pro
 YouTube: HunTech Pro
 Instagram: huntechpro
 WhatsApp: +27 61 041 3020
 Visit our YouTube channel for more videos:
https://www.youtube.com/tjoeriekie

FIND US ON:

HunTech Pro is now also available on the
new platform, WildNET TV. Download the app now!

