The bushpig is a strong, stocky pig with powerful forequarters. Its upper tusks are barely visible, but the
lower tusks are razor-sharp and grow to 7 cm in length. When surprised in the bush or wounded during
hunting, this animal is very dangerous and can inflict serious wounds with its protruding tusks. An adult
boar measures up to 900 mm at the shoulder and can weigh as much as 80 kg.
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ushpigs are described as mainly nocturnal, territorial
land creatures. Their territorial nature means they
can also be very aggressive to each other and other
animals. Aggressive behaviour is usually seen when they
have to protect their area or their young.
The mountainous areas of South Africa’s Limpopo Province
are the premier destination worldwide for hunting bushpig.
I bagged my first bushpig in 2014. It was also the very first
animal I had ever harvested. Since then, it has become a
yearly tradition for us to hunt bushpig when the season starts.
Our method of hunting these pigs has been working well
for us for over 10 years. Each year, we monitor the groups
of bushpig visiting our bait station and then decide which
boar to target. Of course, bushpig hunting will always have
a challenge or two, but that’s how we have learned to study
them through the years.
We usually identify the perfect spot for a bait site close
to our house and then throw a bucket of macadamia nuts
there every afternoon. We also set up a Bushnell Core DS

trail cam to monitor the bushpig groups that come in and
establish their feeding pattern.
We have found macadamia nuts to be the best bait for
bushpigs. We’ve used mealies and intestines before, but the
best lure in our area by far is the nuts. When a bushpig bites
down into the shell of the nut, it makes a loud cracking sound.
Sitting in the blind a couple of metres away, one can easily hear
this sound when the pigs are active on the bait. This allows one
time to get the targeted pig in sight and prepare for the shot.
Bushpig hunting is one of the most rewarding hunts,
especially if you do all the preparation, feeding and monitoring
yourself for a few months before the hunt. It is the best feeling
to know that all your efforts have paid off.
After shooting the sow, I also wanted to hunt a nice boar.
This year was the first real opportunity I got to sit for a boar.
I had tried every season for three years in a row but without
any luck. Some nights, we didn’t sit long enough as the pigs
had no solid pattern of when they would show, while other
nights, the wind was a factor to be reckoned with.

My first bushpig had a snow-white coat.

Our set-up consists of the Primos Club XL pop-up blind from
the Ultimo Group. It is one of the easiest pop-ups to set up and
it locks the hunter’s scent inside. We always use a small-calibre
rifle for bushpig hunting because we take headshots. We mount
the animal most of the time, so we don’t want to damage the
skull. My Savage .223 is mounted on Primos Gen 3 shooting
sticks with the two-point gun rest, making it easy to use when
stationed inside a blind. We fitted my rifle with a NiteSite Eagle
night-vision scope, which works like a charm. Before, we used
an old truck brake light connected to a rheostat switch. We
would gradually make it brighter until we could just see the pigs
well enough to determine where to place the shot. Fortunately,
we’ve upgraded in the meantime and were sponsored with the
NiteSite, which makes night-time hunting so much quicker
and easier.
After weeks of checking videos on the trail cam to see if
there was a mature boar on the bait, we finally saw what looked
like a really nice trophy for me to harvest. The evening of my
hunt started with my husband Johan and I getting everything
ready and settling in for the hunt inside the blind.
What I love about bushpig hunting is the excitement when
you hear all the night sounds and critters walking around the
blind. We sat for about an hour, waiting patiently and listening
for that first grunt out in the dark.
The next moment, we heard the loud cracks of nuts being
crushed. I quickly turned on the NiteSite to see what was
going on at the bait. To my surprise, the boar I was looking for
stood there in the open, eating and minding his own business.
Both of us started to shake from all the adrenaline rushing
through our veins. It only got worse as I kept the boar in my
sights, waiting for the opportune moment to take the shot.

One of the bushpig groups on the bait

My set-up in the blind

The bushpig boar made his appearance.

Seconds before taking the shot on the boar

The exact moment the bullet hit the target

Overjoyed at finally getting
the trophy boar I had
always wanted

My first look at the boar after it had expired

The boar shared the bait with a porcupine. They were competing for the nuts, which caused the porcupine to break my line
of sight on the boar momentarily. I had to wait for the porcupine
to move out of the way to get a clear shot on the boar.
It felt like minutes that passed while holding the crosshair
on the boar, waiting for the perfect moment. I took one last,
deep breath when the boar took a last mouthful of nuts and
looked up. Slowly, I squeezed the trigger and sent the bullet
flying. It was a perfect headshot, and he dropped in his tracks.
The porcupine scurried off into the dark, leaving the bushpig
on the heap of nuts where I had taken the shot. I was in shock
after the boar had gone down. After so many failed attempts,
I just couldn’t believe that I finally got the quarry we worked so
hard to get.
It had taken me three years to finally have success on a
mature bushpig boar. Be that as it may, it was definitely worth
every second of the wait! With bushpig hunting, perseverance,
commitment and patience are key. It just shows that when you
take the time and put in the effort, it really pays off.
With every bushpig we harvest, we take the meat and
process it into the most delicious boerewors. We add in all kinds
of things like spinach and feta, peppadews and cheese, and our
sosatie wors is also to die for. Most people who haven’t tried
bushpig will be surprised to find that it is one of the best, most
tasty meats you can have.
HunTech Pro travels across South Africa, giving us the
opportunity to share these hunts with you in association with
GAME & HUNT. Contact us today and let’s share a hunt!
For more information about our sponsors and destinations,
visit our website at www.huntechpro.co.za. You can also find
us on the following social media platforms:
 Facebook: HunTech Pro
 YouTube: HunTech Pro
 Instagram: huntechpro
 WhatsApp: +27 61 041 3020
 Visit our YouTube channel for more videos:
https://www.youtube.com/tjoeriekie

FIND US ON:
You can always tell if a boar is mature by the size
of the warts.

HunTech Pro is now also
available on the new
platform, WildNET TV.
Download the app now!

