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SCAN ME – WATCH THIS
CROC HUNT NOW!

Johan Smit
What drives a hunter? Is it to prove your own worth?
Is it to show off to your friends? I am not driven by
any of these two reasons. I am driven by passion,
determined to push myself to the limit and get better
with each hunt. Ever since I got my 9.3x62 Titan6,
I wanted to use this weapon as often as possible,
especially on dangerous game.

W

e were busy filming our tenth episode of HunTech
Game & Outdoor with Boschnel Safaris when
Brendan Nel, the PH and outfitter, gave us the
opportunity to hunt a crocodile on their Mpumalanga concession.
We packed all our equipment and made our way to the Crocodile
Valley just outside Nelspruit, now called Mbombela. When
hunting this time of year, the weather can be unpredictable, and
when we arrived in Nelspruit we were greeted by some muchneeded rain. We knew this was not ideal for hunting crocodile but
were determined to stick to the plan, so when the rain cleared,
we set out on the hunt.
Brendan first showed me all the different angles a crocodile

can lie in, as well as all the possible positions one can find them
in on the banks. It is crucial that you know exactly where to aim
when you find the reptile; there is no room for error. If my shot
placement was not perfect, I could lose the croc. If I wounded
it, it could swim back into its den and could die there. I therefore
had to make dead sure where exactly to aim.
After the rain had cleared, we tried our luck. However,
crocodiles stay in the water if the outside temperature is cooler
than that of the water, making it very difficult to hunt them. When
in water, these reptiles are also a lot more alert and skittish.
Eventually, we did find a croc on land, presenting a good shot.
Upon closer inspection, however, Brendan said it was too
young. We walked a bit further but did not manage to find a
good-sized specimen. The big boys knew something was up!
We retired to camp where we enjoyed the sounds of the
crackling fire and hyenas calling in the distance. Words fail to
capture the atmosphere around a campfire and the night sounds
of the bush.
The next morning, the weather cleared up and we knew it
was time to go and look for a bigger croc. Brendan advised us

to remove our shoes as this would help dampen the noise and
vibrations. Because crocodiles are prehistoric animals that have
evolved for thousands of years, they have extra keen senses
and can pick up the slightest vibrations of approaching danger.
Brendan told us about a specific crocodile he had in mind, but
also mentioned that it had evaded him several times when he
had tried to shoot it. This was the first time I had to take off my
shoes during a hunt for stalking, but it made a huge difference.
Definitely not one of the most comfortable methods, it certainly
is very effective.
On the last bend before reaching the dam, a couple of kudu
saw us approaching and gave away our position, which caused
the targeted crocodile to escape into the water. This specific
crocodile has been the target of many other hunters before
but has managed to elude them every single time. With every
attempt he has become smarter, which explains why crocodiles
have survived and evolved for so many years.
Brendan told me about another dam close by where he had
also seen a nice croc and suggested we go and try our luck
there. The sun was out and the crocs would leave the water to
sunbathe. We approached slowly, avoiding every branch and
stick in our way so that we could get close enough to try and
spot the croc. We had to circle a few times to get the wind in our
favour. On top of that we had to make sure there weren’t any
other animals nearby and get busted again.
With each step closer to the dam, I tried to remember
everything Brendan had told me about where to shoot the croc.
I tried to forget about all the videos I had seen about crocodile
hunting. When we found the sunbathing croc, I would have
to remember the angle I would be shooting at in order not to
wound the reptile. This is when one realises how well you know
your gun. Would I be able to make that shot? These were the
thoughts spinning through my head ... But I calmed myself down
because I have learned that when you think about something
too much, you normally make a big mess of things. I focused on
my objective – to put in a perfectly placed shot. I was ready.
Brendan set up the sticks and I lined up the crosshairs right
next to the croc’s eye. I knew that if I placed my shot perfectly,
it would most certainly be the right spot to do the necessary
damage. I loaded 286 gr Lapua Mega bullets in the chamber.
Brendan told me to take the shot as soon as I was ready. I was
sure my bullets would be more than adequate for hunting this
croc. Before I squeezed the trigger, all the videos I had watched
online on crocodile hunting started playing through my mind. I
remembered a certain video where the guy tried a head shot
and ended up wounding the crocodile. I did not want this to be
one of those videos. I calmed myself down almost to the point
where I could feel my heart beating. Then I took a deep breath,

Yet again the elusive croc finds a way to evade us.

We enjoyed the evening around the campfire,
sharing stories.

and while I was exhaling, I squeezed the trigger. The bullet hit
exactly where I had intended. The crocodile was in the shallow
water, and when I shot him his tail propelled him forward onto
the bank, which made recovery really easy.
Overwhelmed by emotions, I was speechless when Brendan
congratulated me. We recovered the crocodile from the bank
and set him up for photos. We filmed everything as it happened
and tried to capture the emotion we experienced. We wanted
viewers to feel as if they were hunting with us.
HunTech Game & Outdoor travels all across South Africa and

gives us the opportunity, in association with GAME & HUNT,
to share these hunts with you. Contact us today and let’s
share a hunt!
It’s not every day that one gets the opportunity to hunt a
crocodile, and I am very grateful for this privilege. Crocodile
hunting is definitely underrated. Because of all the videos I
had seen before, it seemed so simple, but Brendan and the
guys from Boschnel Safaris surely made me experience it the
right way. We worked for two days to get close enough to the
right croc. It is a hunt I will never forget!
We look forward to sharing the next hunt with you! For
more information about our sponsors and destinations,
visit our website at www.huntechpro.co.za and find us on
Facebook under: Huntech Game & Outdoor.
Visit our YouTube channel for more videos: 			
https://www.youtube.com/tjoeriekie
SCAN ME – WATCH THE FULL
EPISODE

A real good reward! Johan Smit from HunTech
Game & Outdoor with Brendan Nel from
Boschnel Safaris.
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